Washington Intermediate October Newsletter

Parent Advisory Meeting
Our first Parent Advisory meeting will be Monday, September 28th at 7:00 pm.  This meeting is open to any parents, guardians or grandparents of Washington Intermediate students.  Please contact the office (623-6630) if you are attending so we have enough handouts.  If you cannot make the meeting but want to know what was discussed, please visit our website and look for the Parent Advisory link.  We will be discussing the items below and allow time for parents to ask questions, provide input and comments.  

Agenda Items:  Saxon-math, science-literacy class, technology, volunteers, Iowa Core Curriculum, Annual Progress reports, parent ideas/questions
Professional Development Days
As the end of our first quarter nears, I wanted to share our thanks with the parents and community members of our district.  We are very appreciative of the adjustments our community has made again this year with our early-outs.  During this time, our staff has been engaged in Professional Learning Communities to better meet student learning needs.  The focus for teachers’ work continues to center on four essential questions:

· What is it we want our students to learn?

· How will we know if each student has learned it?

· How will we respond when some students do not learn it?

· How can we extend and enrich the learning for students who have demonstrated proficiency?
The amount of collaboration, work and discussion that has happened is amazing.  Our staff has been involved in several new endeavors this year and the time to collaborate has helped immensely.   One example is our new science-literacy class.  Students move into different groups during this 40 minute science based literacy class and learn grade appropriate science concepts while focusing on literacy skills such as reading comprehension and writing.  Students will change teachers and science concepts each quarter.  Please note that every Wednesday in October will be an early out since we do not have any other days off or shortened days!  
Odds-n-Ends…but still very important! (  
By the beginning of October, all students at Washington Intermediate will be introduced to the keyboarding software in our computer lab.  If possibe, it would be very beneficial if the students can practice keyboarding at home also.  Ten minutes a day would be great!  The software we use can be downloaded at home for free at www.kidwaresoftware.com/kidtype.htm.   There are also a ton of keyboarding links and games on our school website (click on “Washington Intermediate” & then “Our Favorite Links”) located on www.redoakschooldistrict.com. 

Have you heard about the easy and painless way to raise money for Washington Intermediate (WIS) and it does not cost anyone locally a dime!  Visit www.Goodsearch.com and enter “Washington Intermediate” in the Who Do You Good Search for? box.  Each time you search from the main page, WIS earns a penny.  Since we started in August of 2007, we have earned nearly $100.  The more people who search, the more we earn so spread the word.  
Two WIS teachers, Ms. Linn and Mrs. Braymen, have brought in over $2500 worth of free student and classroom resources using the website, www.Donorschoose.org.  This site allows teachers to request resources for their classroom and donors from around the world are able to contribute to the cause!  We have other teachers who would like to use it but have not had the opportunity to sign up yet.  If you are “technologically-savy” and would like to help, please contact your teacher today to see how you can help set up their account.
[OVER]

Odds-n-Ends continued….

A HUGE thank you to our PTO and every parent and community member for helping support our students, teachers and classrooms.  We received $6,000 this fall to support ongoing efforts at WIS to increase the amount of technology in the classroom, assist us in continuing field trips and providing books and resources in the classroom.  Over the past two years, we have added 8 projectors, 2 laptops and 3 interactive whiteboards (SmartBoards) with PTO’s support!  Contact Christi Bennett (president), Leah Mensen (vice-president) or Jen Bruce to see how you can be involved!

Have a great October!!  Always visit our website (www.redoakschooldistrict.com) for the latest updates.

He who laughs, lasts - Doug Barry, Principal

Upcoming Dates to Note…

Sept 28   - Parent Advisory (7pm @ WIS)
            Oct 16
- End of First Quarter (Grades go home following week)
Sept 28-Oct 2 
- Homecoming Week

            Oct 29
- Red Oak ELO Parent Mtg (6:30 pm @ HS Aud)
Oct 2      - Homecoming Parade (1:15 pm dismissal)      Nov 10
- PTO Mtg (5:30 pm @ WIS)

A note from our school nurse, Kathy Koeppel RN…
The flu has arrived in the ROCSD. In most cases the H1N1 is the same as the seasonal flu symptoms and should be treated by staying home, rest, fluids and Tylenol or another acetaminophen to reduce fever.

Listed below are the symptoms that need medical attention in children:

1. Fast breathing or trouble breathing 

2. Bluish or gray skin color 

3. Not drinking enough fluids 

4. Severe or persistent vomiting 

5. Not waking up or not interacting 

6. Irritable, not wanting to be held 

7. Flu-like symptoms improve but then return with fever and worse cough 

Listed below are the symptoms that need medical attention in adults:

1.       Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath

2.       Pain or pressure in the chest or abdomen

3.       Sudden dizziness

4.       Confusion

5.       Severe or persistent vomiting

6.       Flu- like symptoms that improve but then return with fever and worse cough

Emergency Room visits are needed only with serious complications, such as breathing problems. Those with underlying conditions, such as asthma, may want to see their primary care doctor if they get the flu, even if symptoms are mild. If your student does have flu symptoms they are likely to be contagious for up to a week if they have a cough.  It is recommended that they stay home until severe cough is gone.                                        

There has been an outbreak of Mononucleosis at the high school.  Symptoms include fever, headaches, muscle aches and unusual fatigue- needing 12-16hrs of sleep daily-followed by sore throat, enlarged lymph nodes, joint aches, loss of appetite-slight weight loss , nausea and vomiting, red rash, usually on chest, and enlarged spleen.  If  your child has these symptoms-see your MD / no contact sports due to risk of spleen rupture.                           

Please call the school nurse office at Inman 623-6635 or Public health office at 623-4893 with any questions.
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