Parent Advisory Meeting

Thursday, March 5, 2009

6:00-7:00 pm

Objectives

· Increase communication between school and home

· Increase community awareness of what is happening at Washington/ROCSD

· Listen to input from parents/community

I. Introduction

II. Agenda Items
a.  Student lunches – Discussed portion sizes and Barry shared some of the recent parent concern as to the lack of food.  Every day, fresh vegetables and fruit are available – not all students are taking them.  Also, Barry, Foote (Nutrition Director) and Ruhl (HS Lead Cook) will be meeting soon to discuss appropriate portions.
b. Homework rewards – Washington has started a “Homework Responsibility Reward” program in January.  Every week, students who have completed all their assignments on time fill out a “I’m responsible” orange card and they are posted on the boards in the hallway.  Over 10 student names are pulled from these cards each week and students earn prizes (trinkets, McDonalds certificates, t-shirts, Godfathers certificates, etc.).  There will also be an assembly on March 13 for all students who completed 3 consecutive weeks of work prior to spring break.  
c. ITBS and our new spring assessment – Tests will be administered the week of April 6th. 
d. Transition day – 3rd grade students will visit Washington, 5th grade students will visit the middle school and 8th grade students will visit the high school on Tuesday, May 19th.  It will begin after 1 pm and 4th grade students will visit the 5th grade teachers too.
e. Budget discussion and the effect on spring/next fall – Barry shared a portion of the presentation Mr. Schmidt, superintendent, gave the school board and the staff during meetings in February.  Information can be found on the website.  
f. Technology updates – There will be at least 1, if not 2 additional SMART Boards at Washington next fall.  We also hope to add projectors in each classroom.
g. Puberty Education – although not on the agenda, there was much discussion about the four weeks of puberty education during the month of February at Washington Intermediate.  Parents had feedback that will be taken into consideration when we plan for the curriculum two years from now.  Parents should provide additional feedback to Barry or Ms. Bates, counselor.  
