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Parent Advisory Meeting 

Monday, September 28, 2009
7:00 – 8:00 pm 

Objectives

· Increase communication between school and home

· Increase community awareness of what is happening at WIS/ROCSD

· Listen to input from parents/community

I. Agenda Items
a. Update on early out/professional development – some of the work teachers have been doing during early-out/profressional development time was shared with the parents.
i. Math & Reading SMART Goals – Teacher teams have spent time developing SMART Goals (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Results-Oriented, Time-bound) for reading and math.  During the meeting, the 5th grade math SMART Goal was shared.  The SMART Goals will be posted on the Washington website soon.  
ii. Math lab (30 minutes a day/4 days per week) – An example of how the teams organize student results (data) was shared.  The data allows teachers to group students based upon need.  Math lab time has increased at Washington this year from one day per week to four days.
iii. Technology professional development – Teachers were introduced to a new online professional development to help them enhance their technology skills.  Teachers may log in to this online professional development from home, classroom or anywhere there is internet connection.
b. Saxon Math & Science-Literacy – Attendees walked through a Saxon math lesson and pros and cons of the new series were discussed.  (Parents interested in learning more about the new series should contact their child’s teacher or Doug Barry).  Science-Literacy class is new at Washington too – students are grouped by science and reading scores and move from teacher to teacher each quarter.  Each teacher covers a different science concept and reading skill.  
c. PTO & Volunteers – PTO money has been used to purchase projectors for every classroom at WIS.  We could not do what we do without their support.  WIS is looking for volunteers to work with students one-on-one (reading and math facts).  If parents, grandparents or retired community members are available, please contact the school (623-6630).
d. Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) & Annual Progress Reports  (APR) - These links will take you to the reports of our 2008-09 student scores.  AYP is a report for No Child Left Behind and includes scores of students who have been part of our school for a full academic year while APR includes the scores of all students who were in our district on testing day (often including students new to Red Oak).
e. Iowa Core Curriculum – The state of Iowa legislature adopted a state set of standards and benchmarks and is requiring school districts to have a plan to implement the state standards by summer of 2010.  Red Oak has formed a team to determine the implementation plan and assist teachers, parents and community members in understanding the new Iowa Core Curriculum.  Members include Gayle Allensworth, Mike Gilbert, Lisa Sonntag, Barb Sims, Norma Fast and Doug Barry.
f. Student Advisory update – Mr. Barry eats lunch a couple times a month with a different group of students. Students provide him input on how things are going and ideas as to how to improve the school/district/community.
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