Parent Advisory Report
September 11th, 2008

Present:  Deb Terry, Kena Woods, Sara Johnson, Stacey Rolenc, Nancy Behrens, Sonia Kunze, Lori Jansky, Wayne Selberg

Opening Activity
Parents took a “Edu-Speak” quiz over many of the acronyms teachers, principals and school districts use.  The answer key was provided afterwards.  Mr. Barry explained that schools use many acronyms when communicating with students, parents and the public – schools need to a better job to make sure everyone understands what it means.   A copy is available at Washington if another parent wants to see it.
Start of the year reports             
Beginning of the year reports were shared, including enrollment for Washington Intermediate:
Enrollment
Haufle 

20


Linn

20
Martinez
19


Braymen
20
Guinn
 
19


Fehring

22
Chelsvig
19


Timmerman
20
Montgomery
19

4th Grade
96


5th Grade
82

Washington Intermediate Total



178  
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) - No Child Left Behind Report (Handout available at the school)
The yearly AYP report was presented to the parents.  The ROCSD had not met the reading trajectory at the middle school level (Low SES – socio economic status and special education subpopulations) and did not meet the math trajectories at Washington Intermediate level (Low SES subpopulation), Inman Primary (Low SES subpopulation).  The district also did not meet K-8 attendance and high school graduation goals set by the state.  Since this is the second year a subpopulation did not meet the reading goal at the middle school, the school will be on the state’s School In Need of Assistance (SINA) list this year.  Mr. Barry shared several observations and other points of information with the parents.  Several questions were also asked.  
Technology Additions & Demonstration
SMART Boards were added to three classrooms and a mobile board was also purchased for Washington.  The parents were able to experience another new technology tool available through SMART software, the Senteo assessment hand held devices.  Parents took a short quiz using the hand-held devices and Mr. Barry demonstrated how the assessment (testing) tool could be used in the classroom.  
Parents and community members can visit www.goodsearch.com to help raise money for Washington Intermediate.  This was demonstrated and parents were told to enter “Washington Intermediate” in the box “Who do you GoodSearch for?”  Each search results in a penny for the school.  Last year we received a check for $19.  This year, we have raised around $40 and parents can track progress on the site.  
Monday Assemblies
Students will be in an assembly with Mr. Barry and Ms. Bates every Monday at 2:55 pm to recognize students and to learn more about the six keys to success at Washington Intermediate:  responsibility, respect, pride, caring, trust and fairness.  The current focus is on responsibility.  
After School Math
Started on Tuesday, September  9th and we had 100 students stay for the hour after school.  KCSI was the initial sponsor and our next program will be on Tuesday, Sept 23rd.  
Charles E. Lakin Outstanding Teacher Award (Handout available at the school)
New award established to achnowledge and encourage teachers who motivate/entice children to come to school every day.  Mr. Lakin is a native of Emerson and established the $25,000 in awards this year.  Two awards will be given to teachers (one elementary and one secondary) of $10,000 and $2,500 will be given to the school of the awarded teacher.  ANYONE can nominate a teacher online at www.kmaland.com/lakin.asp.  Mr. Barry explained you do not have to be a wordsmith, you just have to be passionate about how a teacher has helped you or your child.    
Youth Experiencing Success (Y.E.S.) Mentoring Program (Handout available at the school)
A flyer was given to all the parents with information about the YES Program.  It is not a school district program as it is a nonprofit program, but does serve students within the school district and community.  Currently there are 11 active mentor-mentee matches serving students in grades 1st through 6th grades.  The program is open to any child K-12 and mentors are actively being sought.  Brenda Black was just hired as a ¼-time coordinator and she can be contacted for more information (623-6630 or yesmentoring@care2.com).  
Iowa Core Curriculum Update (Handout available at the school)
Mr. Barry discussed the new legislation and the fact that Iowa is currently the only state without a state curriculum/guideline.  The changes will be implemented at the high school level by July of 2010 and the K-8 level by July of 2012.  More to come.  
The next meeting is Thursday, December 11th at 7:00pm in Mrs. Timmerman’s room (Washington Intermediate).  Although we have parents signed up to be a part of the Advisory Committee, all parents are welcome to join us for any and all meetings.  
